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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT ENCOURAGES RESIDENTS TO PROTECT THEMSELVES 
FROM MONKEYPOX VIRUS (MPV)   

 

BOONE COUNTY- The Boone County Health Department is advising community members to take 

the following steps to reduce their risk of getting MPV. 

 

● Wash your hands often with soap and water or use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer          

especially before eating or touching your face and after you use the bathroom. 

● Avoid close, skin-to-skin contact with people who have a rash that looks like MPV. 

○ Do not touch the rash or scabs of a person with MPV. 

○ Do not kiss, hug, cuddle or have sex with someone with MPV. 

● Avoid contact with objects and materials that a person with MPV has used. 

○ Do not share eating utensils or cups with a person with MPV. 

○ Do not handle or touch the bedding, towels, or clothing of a person with MPV. 

 

According to the CDC, people can get monkeypox if they have close, skin-to-skin contact with 

someone who has monkeypox. Early indications are that events with activities in which people 

engage in close, sustained skin-to-skin contact have resulted in cases of monkeypox. If you plan to 

attend an event, such as a fair or festival, consider how much close, personal, skin-to-skin contact is 

likely to occur there. 
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“Even though the risk to the general population is low, MPV is now confirmed to be in the region. To 

help protect yourself and others from MPV and other illnesses, individuals who develop a new or 

unusual rash or who have symptoms of MPV should contact their primary healthcare provider”, says 

Amanda Mehl, Boone County Health Department’s Public Health Administrator.  

 

For more information, visit the Illinois’s Monkeypox (MPV) Page and the CDC Monkeypox website.  
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About The Boone County Health Department 

The Boone County Health Department is a local health department committed to serving the health 

needs of its almost 54,000 residents. Established in 1966, we promote and protect the health of the 

people and the communities in Boone County, right here, where they live, work, learn and play. 

 

 

https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/monkeypox.html
https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/index.html

